disgusted – a strong feeling of dislike

raft – kind of flat boat

scattered – spread or thrown about here and there

cluttered – something filled with a messy collection of things

downstream – in the same direction as the current of a stream

nuzzle – to touch or rub something with your nose

tackle box – container that holds fishing supplies

snorkel – mask with a curved breathing tube worn for looking under the surface of the water

bobber – a fishing float

cattails – tall, think plants with brown fuzzy flowers

otter – furry animal that lives in or near water

ancient – relating to the past; old

guide – a person who leads others on a tour

swamp – area of wetlands rich in minerals, plant life, and trees

bayous – slow streams that flow in marshes or lowlands

setting – where and when a story takes place

plot – sequence of events that take place in a story
character – a person represented in a story

