Unit 4 - Social Studies Vocabulary

population density

the number of people living in an area of a certain size, usually 1 square mile or 1 square kilometer

population distribution

the way a place’s population is spread throughout the place

ethnic group

a group of people from the same country, of the same race, or with a shared culture

immigrant

a person who comes from another country to live in a country

craft

a special skill used to make useful objects

market economy

an economic system in which people can start and run businesses with little control by the government

commercial farm

a farm that grows crops to sell

service industry

an industry that does things for people instead of making things

tourism

the business of serving visitors

interest

an amount that is paid for the use of money

specialization

focusing on one or more industries based on a region’s resources, the needs of its people, and the needs of people in other regions

import

a good, or product, that is brought into one country from another to be sold

export

a product shipped from one country to be sold in another

trade-off

giving up one thing to get something else

opportunity cost

the thing that is given up to get something else

amendment

an addition or a change made to a constitution

legislative branch

the branch of government that makes laws

executive branch

the branch of government that enforces, or carries out, laws

judicial branch

the branch of government that makes sure that laws agree with the constitution and are carried out fairly

political system

a system of government

country

a section of a state

county seat

the town or city where the county government is located

magistrate

an elected helper of the county judge executive

municipal

having to do with a city
commission 

a special committee, such as a group of people chosen to run a government

jury trial

a trial in which a group of citizens decides whether a person accused of a crime should be found guilty or innocent

responsibility

a duty

register

to sign up in advance

volunteer

a person who does something useful without being paid for it

